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When capital gains tax applies
The most common use of crypto is as an investment, in which case the
crypto asset is a capital gains tax (CGT) asset.

If you acquire a crypto asset as an investment, transactions such as
disposal or exchange or swap are a CGT event and you may make a:

capital gain

capital loss, which can reduce capital gains you make.

You can't deduct a net capital loss from your other income.

You may be able to reduce capital gains using the CGT discount if you hold
your crypto asset for at least 12 months.

How to work out and report CGT on
crypto
How to work out and report capital gains tax (CGT) on
transactions involving crypto assets.

Last updated 22 June 2026

Crypto asset investments

What are crypto assets?

Transactions – acquiring and
disposing of crypto assets

How to work out and report CGT on
crypto

Crypto chain splits

Crypto asset as a personal use asset

Decentralised finance and wrapping
crypto

Keeping crypto records

Crypto assets glossary

Log in

Menu Home Search

Re
po

rt
 w

eb
pa

ge
 is

su
e

Ask Alex for help

https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/what-are-crypto-assets
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/how-to-work-out-and-report-cgt-on-crypto
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/crypto-chain-splits
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/crypto-asset-as-a-personal-use-asset
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/decentralised-finance-and-wrapping-crypto
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/keeping-crypto-records
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/crypto-assets-glossary
https://www.ato.gov.au/
https://www.ato.gov.au/


If you hold the crypto asset as an investment, it won't be exempt from CGT
as a personal use asset.

To work out if you made a capital gain or capital loss from each CGT event,
keep records for each crypto asset and your transactions.

You will make a capital gain if the proceeds from the disposal of your crypto
asset is more than its cost base.

Working out the timing of the CGT event
In general, a CGT event happens when you dispose of a CGT asset. For the
purposes of crypto assets, that may be when you:

sell a crypto asset

gift a crypto asset

trade, exchange or swap one crypto asset for another

convert a crypto asset to Australian or foreign currency

buy goods or services with a crypto asset.

There are other CGT events, such as the loss or destruction of an asset, or
creating contractual or other rights.

The type of CGT event that applies to your crypto asset transactions may
affect:

the time when the CGT event happens

how you calculate your capital gain or loss.

Calculating your CGT
As with other CGT assets, if your crypto assets are held as an investment,
you may pay tax on your net capital gains for the year. This is:

your total capital gains

subtract any capital losses

subtract your entitlement to any CGT discount on your capital gains.

Before you calculate CGT on your crypto assets, you will need to:

check you have records for your crypto assets and crypto transactions

convert the value of the crypto assets into Australian dollars.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/crypto-asset-as-a-personal-use-asset
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/keeping-crypto-records#Cryptoassetrecordsyoushouldkeep
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/capital-gains-tax/cgt-events
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-asset-transactions
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/keeping-crypto-records
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-asset-transactions#ato-ValuingcryptoassetsinAustraliandollars


You need to keep details for each crypto asset as they are separate CGT
assets.

You can work out your CGT using our online calculator and record keeping
tool.

Report CGT on crypto assets in your tax
return
If you are completing a tax return as or on behalf of an individual and
lodging:

online with myTax – refer to instructions, Capital gains or losses

on a paper form – go to 18 Capital gains 2026.

If the tax return is for a company, trust or fund, go to the Capital gains tax
schedule and instructions.

Our crypto asset data-matching program matches what you report in your
tax return with data on crypto asset transactions and accounts from
designated service providers. This helps us identify the buyers and sellers
of crypto assets and quantify transactions.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/capital-gains-tax/calculating-your-cgt/how-to-calculate-your-cgt
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/capital-gains-tax/calculating-your-cgt/how-to-calculate-your-cgt
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/instructions-to-complete-your-tax-return/mytax-instructions/2026/income/australian-income-or-losses-from-investments-or-property/capital-gains
https://www.ato.gov.au/forms-and-instructions/individual-supplementary-tax-return-2026-instructions/income-questions-13-24-supplementary-tax-return-2026/18-capital-gains-2026#ato-Whatyouneedtoanswerthisquestion
https://www.ato.gov.au/forms-and-instructions/capital-gains-tax-schedule-2026-instructions
https://www.ato.gov.au/forms-and-instructions/capital-gains-tax-schedule-2026-instructions
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/commitments-and-reporting/in-detail/privacy-and-information-gathering/how-we-use-data-matching/crypto-assets-data-matching-program-protocol
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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country throughout Australia and
their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them, their
cultures, and Elders past and present.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato
https://www.ato.gov.au/careers
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/commitments-and-reporting/information-and-privacy/your-privacy/privacy-policy
https://www.ato.gov.au/atotv
https://www.ato.gov.au/other-languages
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/using-our-website/copyright-notice
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/using-our-website/view-related-websites
https://www.facebook.com/atogovau
https://au.linkedin.com/company/australian-taxation-office
https://www.instagram.com/austaxoffice/

