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Transactions amounting to a CGT event
A CGT event happens when you dispose of your crypto asset.

If there is a CGT event, you may make either a capital gain or capital loss on
the disposal of the crypto asset. If you make a capital gain, you may pay tax
on it.

A transaction involving a disposal takes place when you do any of the
following:

sell a crypto asset

gift a crypto asset

trade, exchange or swap a crypto asset for another crypto asset

convert a crypto asset to Australian or foreign currency (otherwise
known as 'fiat currency')

buy goods or services with a crypto asset.

Other rules may apply depending on how you're using crypto assets for
business transactions.

Crypto asset transactions
Most activities involving crypto assets count as transactions
and can trigger a CGT event.
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Ask Alex for help

https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/capital-gains-tax/cgt-events
https://www.ato.gov.au/businesses-and-organisations/income-deductions-and-concessions/income-and-deductions-for-business/crypto-assets-and-business/crypto-assets-used-in-business
https://www.ato.gov.au/businesses-and-organisations/income-deductions-and-concessions/income-and-deductions-for-business/crypto-assets-and-business/crypto-assets-used-in-business
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-asset-transactions
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-to-crypto-exchange-or-swap
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/non-fungible-tokens
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/staking-rewards-and-airdrops
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-asset-transactions-with-gift-cards-or-debit-cards
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-asset-prizes-and-gambling-winnings
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/gifts-and-donations-of-crypto-assets
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/loss-or-theft-of-crypto-assets
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-exchanges-and-platforms-under-administration
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-assets-payments-relating-to-employment-or-services
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/transactions-acquiring-and-disposing-of-crypto-assets/crypto-asset-transactions-and-tax-residency
https://www.ato.gov.au/
https://www.ato.gov.au/


Our crypto asset data-matching program matches what you report in your
tax return with data on crypto asset transactions and accounts from
designated service providers. This helps us identify the buyers and sellers
of crypto assets and quantify transactions.

For a summary fact sheet about crypto assets, go to the ATO Publication
Ordering Service to download Tax and crypto asset investments
(NAT 75362, PDF, 280KB).

Valuing crypto assets in Australian dollars
You need to know the value of your crypto asset to determine if you make a
capital gain or capital loss on the CGT event happening.

To work out the value of your crypto assets when you acquire or dispose of
them you will need to convert their value to Australian dollars. From
1 January 2020, the ATO has used the exchange rates from the Reserve
Bank of Australia. If you need daily foreign exchange rates, refer to Reserve
Bank of Australia – Exchange rates . If you use a foreign exchange rate
for currency not listed, you may use any reasonable externally sourced
exchange rate for that currency. For more information go to Foreign
exchange rates.

You will need to keep crypto asset transaction records. You can then work
out your CGT using our online calculator and record keeping tool.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/commitments-and-reporting/in-detail/privacy-and-information-gathering/how-we-use-data-matching/crypto-assets-data-matching-program-protocol
https://iorder.com.au/publication/searchpublications.aspx?txt=75362-04.2026
https://iorder.com.au/publication/searchpublications.aspx?txt=75362-04.2026
https://iorder.com.au/publication/searchpublications.aspx?txt=75362-04.2026
http://www.rba.gov.au/statistics/frequency/exchange-rates.html
http://www.rba.gov.au/statistics/frequency/exchange-rates.html
http://www.rba.gov.au/statistics/frequency/exchange-rates.html
https://www.ato.gov.au/tax-rates-and-codes/foreign-exchange-rates-overview
https://www.ato.gov.au/tax-rates-and-codes/foreign-exchange-rates-overview
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/crypto-asset-investments/keeping-crypto-records
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/capital-gains-tax/calculating-your-cgt/how-to-calculate-your-cgt
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/investments-and-assets/capital-gains-tax/calculating-your-cgt/how-to-calculate-your-cgt
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato
https://www.ato.gov.au/careers
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/commitments-and-reporting/information-and-privacy/your-privacy/privacy-policy
https://www.ato.gov.au/atotv


Other languages

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country throughout Australia and
their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them, their
cultures, and Elders past and present.

© Commonwealth of Australia | View related websites
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https://www.ato.gov.au/other-languages
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/using-our-website/copyright-notice
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/using-our-website/view-related-websites
https://www.facebook.com/atogovau
https://au.linkedin.com/company/australian-taxation-office
https://www.instagram.com/austaxoffice/

