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Assessments
When you lodge your tax return for an income year, we issue you with an
assessment (original assessment). An assessment shows your tax liability
for that income year.

We'll issue you with an amended assessment showing your updated tax
liability if either:

you request an amendment to your assessment, for example to include a
deduction you forgot to claim

we review your return and amend your assessment, for example, if we
disallow a deduction you have claimed because you can't claim it under
the law.

Time limits on tax return
amendments
Find out the time limit to amend your assessment if you're an
individual or a sole trader.
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Ask Alex for help

https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/amend-your-tax-return
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/amend-your-tax-return/before-you-amend-your-tax-return
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/amend-your-tax-return/how-to-request-an-amendment-to-your-tax-return
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/amend-your-tax-return/time-limits-on-amendments
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/amend-your-tax-return/amend-a-return-for-repayment-of-income
https://www.ato.gov.au/
https://www.ato.gov.au/


There are time limits for amending an assessment and an amended
assessment. The time limit gives you certainty about your tax affairs
because it means we can't amend your assessment outside the time limit.

Individuals
Individuals generally have 2 years to amend an assessment. The time limit
starts from the day after your notice of assessment is sent to you.

For example, if you receive an email from myGov on 3 November 2026 to
advise you your notice of assessment is available, your amendment period
starts on 4 November 2026. That means you have until 4 November 2028
to request an amendment to your assessment.

If you're out of time to amend your assessment, you may need to lodge an
objection instead. While the time limit for lodging amendments and
objections is the same, you can request an extension of time to lodge an
objection in some circumstances.

You can submit more than one amendment request within a review period.

Sole Traders
For sole traders, the time limit to amend an assessment for the 2023–24
income year and earlier income years is generally 2 years.

For the 2024–25 income year and later income years, sole traders will have
4 years to amend an assessment.

The period for amending your assessment starts from the day after your
assessment is sent to you.

You should submit an amendment early to ensure that we can process it in
time.

You can submit more than one amendment request within a period of
review.

Generally, we can't amend your assessment more than 2 years after it was
issued unless you request it. However, we may amend your tax return
outside the time limit in exceptional circumstances, such as when evasion
or fraud has occurred.

If you're a business or super entity, see Time limits for business and super
amendments.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/businesses-and-organisations/preparing-lodging-and-paying/fix-a-mistake-or-amend-your-tax-return/request-an-amendment-to-a-business-or-super-tax-return
https://www.ato.gov.au/businesses-and-organisations/preparing-lodging-and-paying/fix-a-mistake-or-amend-your-tax-return/request-an-amendment-to-a-business-or-super-tax-return


If you're out of time to amend your assessment, you may need to lodge an
objection instead.

You'll need to lodge an objection if you want to:

dispute the law

dispute the facts we have used to come to a decision about your tax
affairs (including your assessment)

lodge an amendment outside of the time limits.

You may be able to request an extension of time to lodge an objection in
some circumstances.

For more information on objections, see Eligibility to lodge an objection.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/if-you-disagree-with-an-ato-decision/object-to-a-decision/complete-and-lodge-your-objection
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/if-you-disagree-with-an-ato-decision/object-to-a-decision/eligibility-to-lodge-an-objection
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato
https://www.ato.gov.au/careers
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/commitments-and-reporting/information-and-privacy/your-privacy/privacy-policy
https://www.ato.gov.au/atotv
https://www.ato.gov.au/other-languages
https://www.facebook.com/atogovau
https://au.linkedin.com/company/australian-taxation-office
https://www.instagram.com/austaxoffice/


We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country throughout Australia and
their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them, their
cultures, and Elders past and present.
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https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/using-our-website/copyright-notice
https://www.ato.gov.au/about-ato/using-our-website/view-related-websites

